VP Harris Won’t Break Senate Tie in Fight for $15 Minimum Wage 
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Kamala Harris, who has the power to break the tie in the Senate and overturn a recent ruling regarding the 
federal minimum wage, will not do so. While this is a rare power to invoke, in this case, it is a no-brainer. 


The Senate parliamentarian ruled Thursday that the provision to increase the minimum wage to 
$15/hour cannot be included in the broader $1.9 trillion COVID relief package. The process, called 
“reconciliation,” allows any bill in which each provision affects the federal government's finances to be 
voted on by a 51-vote majority, as opposed to the regular 60 votes needed to overcome a filibuster. 
The provision cannot be “merely incidental” to the government's finances, according to a statute known 
as the Byrd rule. The interpretation of this vague requirement was up to the parliamentarian, Elizabeth 
MacDonough, to decide. 


Now, most news outlets are not explaining that the Senate parliamentarian's recommendation is advisory 
only. It is not binding and can simply be ignored. As the Democrats control the Senate, and even the 
centrists want the minimum wage raised to $15, it is basically gross incompetence if they let this go without a 
fight. Pelosi, Schumer and of course more progressive Democrats have weighed in, saying that this is 
unacceptable. Regardless, the minimum wage, adjusted for buying power, inflation and raising wealth 
inequality, should be closer to $30. So, even $15 is a compromise. 


What is so crucial about the minimum wage, especially for those who make more, is that the minimum wage 
is the baseline for all other wages and by which all others are set. In other words, by raising the minimum 
wage, you raise the effective wages of everyone else, as those jobs have to be the same proportion more 
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than the minimum wage is. For example, if a managerial position pays $30 per hour under a $7.50 minimum 
wage, it will eventually have to pay $45 with the new minimum wage. While this is an oversimplification of 
how wages rise, there is a trickle up effect on wages when the minimum wage is tweaked. Millions of 
Americans, at least a plurality if not a majority of them with families, make minimum wage. By raising the 
minimum wage to something approximating what it should be, you will better the living conditions and 
financial stability of many families. Plus, it is the right thing to do, economically speaking, as it gives the 
consumer more buying power. 
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